Instructions to Set Up the Calendar
I looked at lots of sites for elementary teachers and homeschoolers to see how to set up calendar time. I saw
homeschoolers either use a whiteboard and magnets to make their calendars or a bulletin board or piece of foam board
and attached the calendar items with Velcro or clips. I decided to use a piece of foam board with glue, glue dots, and
poster tack:
1. Print pp. 4 – 12 for all of the calendar parts.
2. Cut all the numbers, months, days, phrases, and temperature pieces.
3. Color in the thermometer with a different color for each block, if desired.
4. If possible, laminate them so they will last longer. They should still work if you don’t want to laminate, though.
5. Glue the calendar (p. 4) on the foam board leaving room to put the month above it.
6. Glue the phrases for today’s date, today is…, and tomorrow is… (pp. 11 – 12) below or to the side of the calendar.
7. Glue the thermometer and what’s today’s weather (p. 12) on the foam board.
8. If you want to make pockets to store the days, months, and weather expressions, this is a great tutorial.

Videos
Watch a video or two a day for about a week. Then start on calendar time on the next page.
In this video, the months are sung:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKznbHvPFwc
In these videos the days of the week are sung:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdLuT_P0OzE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4fREj60Crk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9j1ueJ_XdFM

Instructions for calendar time
After you have watched the videos, the best way to learn the days of the weeks and months is to use them each day.
1. After greeting your kids, ask ¿Qué día es hoy? (What day is it today?). Once they answer with the day of the week,
place the day at the end of the phrase Hoy es (Today is).
2. Next ask ¿Qué día es mañana? (What day is tomorrow?). After they answer, place the day for tomorrow at the end
of Mañana es (Tomorrow is).
4. Then ask ¿Cuál es la fecha hoy? (What is the date today?). I would start with reading this: Hoy es el. Stop before
saying the number and have the kids say the number for the date. Add the number to the phrase and then say: Hoy es
el (number) de. Stop before saying the month and have the kids say the month. Add the month and then read the whole
sentence together.
To say the date in Spanish you say the date then month. For example: April 3rd is Hoy es el tres de abril. The exception is
for the first of the month. You use primero instead of uno. For example, May 1st: Hoy es el primero de mayo.
5. You can then ask ¿Qué tiempo hace hoy? to practice some basic weather expressions. If it’s too much info at first,
don’t worry about leaving it out until the kids know the days and months better.
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